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the Nazi power. They are about to lose all symbols of aft
independent democratic State. Does anybody deny it ?
I said that once the Czechs had given up their fortified line, a
pretext could be found to take everything from them. We have
seen exactly the same methods used as were used in September.
Disturbances have been fomented in Slovakia which, I have no
doubt, are at the instigation of the German Nazi Party. And then
the German Press has set to work to vilify the Czechs, and to accuse
them of violent aggression against the Germans. The next thing
is to order them to reduce their army, and take into their Govern-
ment whatever Ministers the Germans choose. They are being
completely absorbed ; and not until the Nazi shadow has been
finally lifted from Europe—as lifted I am sure it will eventually be—
not until then will Czechoslovakia and ancient Bohemia march
once again into freedom. Why should I not have said all these
things ? It was the truth. It was my duty to say them. Can
anybody dispute them ?
I saw in one of our papers to-day that we were not involved in this
new Czechoslovakian crisis. It seems to me quite certain that
we are not going to intervene. It is too late to intervene. The
Czechs have surrendered their fortress line. Its cannon are now
moving to the Western Front. They are defenceless. Their
railways are interrupted. They are gripped about on every side.
Instead of being able to resist thirty German divisions for a
considerable time, they now have no power of resistance left at all.
They have to obey all orders, however cruel, that they are given.
It is no use going to their aid when they are defenceless, if we
would not go to their aid when they were strong. Therefore I agree
entirely with those who think we should not intervene at the
present time. We cannot. That is the end of it.
But to suppose that we are not involved in what is happening
is a profound illusion. Although we can do nothing to stop it,
we shall be sufferers on a very great scale. We shall have to make
all kinds of sacrifices for our own defence that would have been
unnecessary if a firm resolve had been taken at an earlier stage.
We shall have to make sacrifices not only of money, but of personal
service in order to make up for what we have lost. This is even
more true of the French than of ourselves.
Many people at the time of the September crisis thought they
were only giving away the interests of Czechoslovakia, but with
every month that passes you will see that they were also giving
away the interests of Britain, and the interests of peace and justice.
Now I have defended this speech which has been attacked, aad I say
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